Lara Stables

Visual Arts, Art 1


Lesson Plan
Introduction


· Lesson Topic: Introduction to Sculpture
· Length of Lesson: 90 minutes

· Virginia Standards of Learning: 
AI.1 The student will maintain a sketchbook/journal of ideas and writings to use as a resource and planning tool.

AI.14 The student will identify major art movements and influential artists according to locations, cultures, and historical periods.

AI.13 The student will describe works of art, using appropriate art vocabulary.

· Context: This lesson is day one, in a 12 block unit on sculpture. This class block is intended to be the student’s introduction to the unit. Students will have prior knowledge on the elements of art and design. This lesson and unit are part of the Art I curriculum which requires students to complete painting, printmaking, sculpture, and drawing units.
· Global Themes: Students will have the opportunity to reinforce what they have already learned, in regards to the principles of art and design. Students will be introduced to the history of sculpture and begin to recognize distinct styles.
Content Objectives

· The student will complete a scavenger hunt based upon the origins and evolution of sculpture.
· The student will discuss and identify historical works of sculpture.
· The student will recognize patterns in historical styles and designs of Ancient Greek and Roman sculpture.
· The student will complete five gesture studies in preparation for their wire sculpture project.
Assessments Aligned to Objectives
Formative Assessments:

· The teacher will check for student understanding, throughout the presentation of new material by constantly asking students questions about stylistic differences in the pieces of sculpture.
· The teacher will also reinforce student comprehension of the elements of art and design by asking students to identify these elements in the examples of sculpture shown throughout the class period.
· The teacher will roam the classroom, making sure to check in with all tables, during the course of the block to make sure that all instructions are understood, especially during the scavenger hunt, gesture drawing activity, and sketch time at the end of class.
· The teacher will go over the student scavenger hunt with the class, noting the whole time who understood the questions and who has full understanding of the assignment.
· The teacher will have students begin to brainstorm ideas for their initial wire sculpture project in their sketchbooks for homework.
· The students will have to complete three sketches of project ideas for their wire sculpture, in and outside of class.
Materials/Technology and Advanced Preparation
· Sculpture Scavenger Hunt handout
· The Annotated Mona Lisa textbook

· Computer 

· Prezi presentation
· Projector and Screen

· Student Sketchbooks

· Wire Sculpture handout

· Gesture Drawing activity slide on Prezi
· Newsprint

· Drawing pencils

· Markers 

Advanced Preparation:


The teacher will need to make sure that enough copies of the Scavenger Hunt and wire sculpture handout for each student in the class. Textbooks will be set out for student use during the scavenger hunt. The computer, projector, and screen will already be set up as the class comes in. The teacher will also have written the schedule for the class on the whiteboard, along with the homework. Newsprint, markers and drawing pencils will already be placed on the materials table for the gesture drawing activity.
Teaching and Learning Sequence

	TIME
	TEACHER ACTIONS
	STUDENT ACTIONS

	Introduction/Anticipatory Set – Outline how the lesson will begin. How will you focus student attention on lesson content, build on prior knowledge, motivate students to learn, etc.?

	10 minutes
	The teacher will instruct students to complete the Sculpture Scavenger Hunt, using The Annotated Mona Lisa. The teacher ill roam the classroom to field student questions.

	Students will work individually to complete the scavenger hunt, using only The Annotated Mona Lisa texts. 



	Lesson Development – Outline the sequence to be followed in the development of the lesson. Pay particular attention to concept development and questioning. 

	15 minutes
20 minutes

25 minutes

10 minutes


	 The teacher will go over the scavenger hunt with the students. Individual students will be called upon for their answers. The teacher will call for students to hand in their scavenger hunts after the class discussion.
The teacher will lecture on sculpture using Prezi and also ask students questions along the way.

The teacher will review gesture drawings. The teacher will model a gesture study then choose five students to model for the class. The teacher will roam the classroom during the two to three minutes per each student model.

The teacher will explain the Wire Sculpture project and give a handout to students detailing the assignment. The homework will be assigned at this point.
	 Students will participate by raising their hands and also answering the scavenger hunt questions when called upon. Students will hand in the scavenger hunt.
Students will take notes in their sketchbooks and answer the teacher’s questions when called upon.

Students will watch as the teacher demonstrates a gesture study. Students will model for the class, if chosen by the teacher. The class will be doing gesture sketches of the models for two to three minutes.

Students, after listening to the teacher will be allowed to ask questions of the teacher. 

	Closure – Outline how the lesson will be concluded.  How will you summarize, review, reinforce, enrich, and/or encourage students to reflect on what they have learned?

	10 minutes

	The teacher will have the students begin sketches for the sculpture assignment and then roam the classroom, fielding questions as students begin their sketches. 


	 Students will sketch in their sketchbooks ideas for the wire sculpture project. Any sketches not finished, will be completed for homework.



Homework


Students will create three sketches, to be approved by the teacher, in their sketchbooks for their wire figure sculpture. (Outline in the wire sculpture hand out in the appended materials.) 
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Appended Materials

· Lesson Organizer
· Introduction to Sculpture Prezi URL address: http://prezi.com/0wk0pgfff0s1/introduction-to-sculpture/?auth_key=148af6a4109931c70b6fc2e953a2f272764881f3 
· Sculpture Scavenger Hunt
· Wire Sculpture handout
	Prior Knowledge and NEW Instructional Content

	Prior Knowledge

Students will have prior knowledge of the elements of art, which are: line, shape, form, space, color, and texture. They will also have knowledge of the principles of art, which are rhythm, pattern, movement, unity, balance, proportion, variety, emphasis, and harmony. The students will also have prior knowledge of gesture drawings which are quick sketches to represent a body in motion, but we will review this for the classroom activity.
New Instructional Content

· Anticipatory Set: (under appended materials)
· Sculpture Scavenger Hunt- Students will search for answers to the questions, using The Annotated Mona Lisa.  
· Teacher and class will go over the answers to the Scavenger Hunt (answer sheet under appended materials). The students will hand in their completed handout to the teacher for a participation grade.
· Lecture (Prezi URL address under appended materials)

· Definition of a sculpture: a three-dimensional work of art
· Two types of sculpture:

· sculpture in the round: surrounded on all sides; freestanding

· relief: projects into space from a flat background

· Origins of sculpture:

· The oldest surviving art objects are sculptures made from bone, ivory, stone, and antlers. Venus of Willendorf, C.25,000-20,000 BC, one of the earliest known woman figures; meant to symbolize fertility and abundance
· Egyptians: 
· Sculpture depicts the human form in relief and in the round examples. 
· Statues were usually made from granite or diorite. 
· Image example: Queen Nefertiti, C.1360 BC 
· Most of the surviving examples of Egyptian sculpture came from tombs, where items were housed to help the tomb’s owner in the afterlife

· Ancient Greece: 
· Invented the nude in art- was not at first acceptable to portray the female form nude, but the shift was made from flowing garments to nude female figures after some time. 
· Their statues were meant to be representative of the perfection of both body and mind. 
· The marbles we know today were once adorned with a layer of encaustic. 
· Encaustic is a mixture of powdered pigment and hot wax, which would have been applied to the hair, lips, eyes, and nails of the figures.
· Early sculptors were focused on flowing drapery but then a shift was made and the focus was then on the technique of contrapposto, where the figure would have its weight intentionally shifted on one leg to give the illusion of arrested motion. 
· Image examples: Alexandros of Antioch-on-the-Meander, Aphrodite (Venus de Milo), ca.150-125 BC and Warrior, from the sea off Riace, Italy, ca.460-450 BC
· Ancient Rome: 

· Copied Greek statues to go along with the trend of Hellenism (homage to the Greeks) 
· Then their sculpture became more literal and realistic, for example when bronzes were initially cast, a facial mold of the deceased would have been made. 
· Image example: Equestrian statue of Marcus Aurelius, ca.175 CE. 
· Most of the time, the message behind the sculpture was to foreshadow political overtones.

· The other form of Roman sculpture was that of narrative relief. 
· Image example: Column of Trajan, dedicated 112 CE
· Questions to guide the lecture and check for student understanding:

· Why do you think that sculpture from their earliest origins, were carved only using bone, ivory, antlers, or stone? (Possible answer: Those were the materials which were readily available to them.)

· Do you think that figure depicted in Egyptian relief and in the round sculpture are portrayed in natural human positions? In other words, would it be comfortable to pose in that position? (Possible answer: No, it would not be comfortable or natural.)

· Did you know that Greek marble statues were originally embellished with encaustic?

· Do you know where the Venus de Milo is located? In what museum is it located? (Answer: the Louvre in Paris.)

· Do you see any of the principles of art at work here in the Venus de Milo? (Answers will vary according to student knowledge of the principles of art. Could say that they see movement and balance, based on the use of contrapposto or they could say proportion because of the correct use when sculpting the female form.)
· Do you think that the Romans were simply copying Greek art or using their model for inspiration? Why or Why not? (Possible answer: I think they were copying it because it all looks the same to me. I think they were using it as a model because they took the Greek style and changed it.)
· Can you identify the contrapposto in the Greek or Roman statues? (Answer: Greek in the Venus de Milo and the Riace Warrior.)

· What do you think the political message behind the Column of Trajan was? (Answer: It was meant to display victory in battle.)
· Gesture Drawing activity(with a Prezi slide giving directions, under appended materials)

· The teacher would start by asking the class if anyone remembers what a gesture drawing is. Then she would remind them that a gesture drawing is a quick sketch of someone to show movement, through the use of Prezi slides.

· Then the teacher would explain that to prepare for the class’ wire sculpture project, for which they will depict a figure in motion, the class will individually draw a few gesture sketches. 

· The teacher will have one volunteer from each art table come up to the materials table and take back newsprint, markers, and drawing pencils for their classmates. The students should have at least five sheets of newsprint per person because they will be doing five different gesture sketches. 
· The teacher will model for the students a gesture sketch, and then choose about five volunteer students to be models in motion for the class and have each one of the volunteers pose for about two to three minutes each. While each of the five students pose, the rest of the class will be completing their gesture sketches.

· Explanation of the Wire Sculpture project

· The teacher will give out a handout and go over the directions for the wire sculpture to all students. The teacher will also be prepared to field student questions.

· Students will create a wire figure that appears to be in motion. 

· They may gather inspiration from photographs, which they have taken themselves or have another student model for them.

· Each of their sculptures must depict the human form, male or female.

· They may choose to include fabric into the sculpture, but it is not required.

· Students will submit three sketches to the teacher, drawn in their sketchbook, for teacher approval.

· Closure

· The student will begin to sketch in their sketchbooks, ideas for their wire sculptures, based on in class gesture drawings or photographs taken by the student. 

· Any sketch not finished, will be finished for homework.

	Instructional Modifications to 

ASSIST Students
	Main Events of Instruction
	Instructional Modifications to 

CHALLENGE Students

	
	Anticipatory Set:

Sculpture Scavenger Hunt

Correcting and Class Discussion of the Scavenger Hunt

Lecture with Prezi
Question students throughout the Prezi
Gesture Studies and Teacher modeling a study for the students
Instruction on Wire Sculpture Project

Closure:

Students sketching in personal sketchbooks
	


Name:___________________

Block:___________________
Sculpture Scavenger Hunt
Directions: Use The Annotated Mona Lisa textbook to answer the following questions. You do not need to answer in complete sentences, but you must answer the question fully.

1. On what page is the first sculpture in the text? What is the title of the sculpture?

2. Where does most of our knowledge of Ancient Egypt come from? (Hint: Look at the top of page 9.)
3. How did the Egyptians depict the human figure?

4. What were Egyptian statues usually made of?

5. What principle of art did Greek sculpture most value? (Hint: Look on page 12 to find the answer.)

6. True or False: Greek statues were always simple bleached marble figures. Explain your answer.
7. What is the definition of Contrapposto?

8. Why did the Romans copy Greek sculpture?

9. How did the Romans make their statues more realistic? (Hint: It happened when the statues were being made.)

10. What was another form of Roman sculpture, other than statues? 

Answers to the Sculpture Scavenger Hunt:
1. Page 4; Venus of Willendorf
2. Tombs

3. The human form is depicted with a front view of the eye and shoulders and profile view of the head, arms, and legs.

4. Granite or Diorite
5. Balance
6. False, they were once covered with a layer of encaustic.

7. Contrapposto is when the weight of the body is rested on one leg, giving the illusion of a figure in arrested motion.
8. There was a trend of Hellenic art in Rome. 
9. They used facial molds of a deceased person or political leader.

10. Narrative relief sculptures

Wire Figure Sculpture
Directions: 

· Students will choose a figure in motion, based on gesture sketches done in class or a photograph that they have taken and then construct a wire figure. 

· The student will capture and describe its movements through pose, form, and balance. 

· Students may choose to add fabric into their wire sculpture. 

· Students must complete three sketches in their sketchbook.

· The student must get teacher approve before beginning the creation of the wire sculpture.
