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Lesson Plan

Introduction 

· Lesson topic: Colonial Candlestick Holders, Day 1
· Length of Lesson: 45 minutes

· VA Standards of Learning:

· 4.3 The student will create a work of art the uses themes, ideas, and art forms from the past.
· 4. 7 The student will describe and use hand-building techniques, including the slab method, to make a ceramic work of art.
· 4.15 The student will examine the roles of crafts and artisans in Colonial Virginia.

· Context: This lesson is day one of a unit on ceramics, in which students will create a colonial candlestick holder. Students will work to complete their candlestick holders in two other class meetings.
· Global Themes: Students in the fourth grade are studying the colonial period in their classrooms, specifically the Revolutionary War. This candlestick holder allows students to put in perspective what life would have been like for people living in Colonial Virginia. 
Content Objectives
· The student will relate facts about Colonial America to class through teacher questioning.
· The student will model the teacher’s demonstration by creating their own Colonial American-influenced candlestick holder. 
· The student will explain to the teacher the correct terminology involved in the creation of the candlestick holder.
Assessment Aligned to Objectives

.  

Formative:

· Students will discuss with the teacher and class information about Colonial America, based upon teacher questioning.

· Students will make a slab as the base for their candlestick holder.

· Students will slip and score their slab base before adding the coils to their slab.

· Students will use coils to make the side walls of their candlestick holders. 
· The teacher will roam the classroom to make sure that students are the score and slip method to add coils and pinch pot to their slab.

· The teacher will monitor student progress and make sure that students are managing their time wisely.

· The teacher will question students about clay terminology as they turn in their candlestick holder at the end of class.
Summative
· Students will produce a candlestick holder that is reminiscent of those that would have been made in Colonial Virginia, during and around the time of the Revolutionary War.
· Students will decorate and paint their candlestick holders in the style that would have been used in Colonial Williamsburg.
Materials/Technology and Advanced Preparation
· Clay balls for students to start with
· Extra clay balls for students to use at their tables
· Cups of water to be used for slip
· Mats for students to make their holders on 
· Clay tools
· Wet Sponges 
· Advanced Preparation: The teacher will have placed a cup of water at each student table to be used for slip. The teacher will have portioned clay for students to use in two places: in a large container to be handed out to students at the beginning and in containers at each student table. The teacher will have set aside a cart to place student work upon at the end of class. The teacher will have set at each table clay tools for students to use and set mats on the cart for students to get, as they receive their initial ball of clay. Lastly, the teacher will have wet a class set of sponges for students to wipe down their tables at the end of class. 
Teaching and Learning Sequence

	TIME
	TEACHER ACTIONS
	STUDENT ACTIONS

	Introduction/Anticipatory Set – Outline how the lesson will begin. How will you focus student attention on lesson content, build on prior knowledge, motivate students to learn, etc.?

	1 minute
	The teacher asks students what they know about Colonial pottery. Then informs them on what they should know. 


	Students answer teacher’s questions. 



	Lesson Development – Outline the sequence to be followed in the development of the lesson. Pay particular attention to concept development and questioning. 

	7-8 minutes
30 minutes

5 minutes
	The teacher demonstrates to students how to create their Colonial candlestick holder, using the following steps:

· First you start out with a relatively small ball of clay that you flatten out like a hamburger patty.
· Second you score and slip your slab around the edges, where you will attach your coils.

· Third you roll out a coil to start building the sides of the candlestick holder. You need at least three levels of coil for the sides of your holder.

· Fourth you use the end of your last coil to create a handle for your holder. You can either flatten it out and connect it to the bottom of your slab or just connect it to the bottom of your slab.

· Fifth you get another small ball of clay and form it into a pinch pot that you will place in the center of your slab, by scoring and slipping it.
· Sixth, using a candlestick fit the bottom end of it into your pinch pot, so that after firing, your holder will be the right size for your candle.

· Seventh, smooth the sides of your coils.
· Last add decoration to the holder by carving into the clay with clay tools, such as using the end of the stylus stick to add dots to the top of the sides.

The teacher hands out to students the clay balls they will be using for their candlestick holders.

Then the teacher roams the classroom to give students assistance when needed.

The teacher calls for students to clean up and use a wet sponge to wipe off student tables.

	Students watch as the teacher demonstrates the class assignment.

Students get to work on their candlestick holders after handed their ball of clay by their teacher. 
Students stop their work, turn in their candlestick holders, wash hands, and wipe down student tables.


	Closure – Outline how the lesson will be concluded.  How will you summarize, review, reinforce, enrich, and/or encourage students to reflect on what they have learned?

	2 minutes
	The teacher plays a game with students where they draw facial features on the white board.  


	Each student draws one feature on the face and then class upon another to come up and draw another. 




Homework

 
N/A
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Appended Materials

· Lesson Organizer

· Teacher images of colonial candlestick holders

· Teacher examples of candlestick holders of today

· Teacher examples of candlestick holders students will create 

	Prior Knowledge and NEW Instructional Content

	Prior Knowledge: Students should have knowledge about Colonial America that they will have learn in their classrooms, such as:
· 13 original colonies:

· Virginia

· North Carolina

· South Carolina

· Georgia

· Maryland

· Delaware

· New Jersey

· Rhode Island

· New Hampshire

· New York

· Massachusetts

· Pennsylvania

· Connecticut 

· The capitol of Virginia was originally Jamestown and then was Williamsburg

· In 1776 we adopted the Declaration of Independence and declared ourselves free from the British Empire’s rule.

· Jamestown was founded in 1607.
New Instructional Content: Students will learn about Colonial pottery and the terminology associated with clay building techniques.

· Slab
· Coil

· Slip

· Scoring

· Pinch Pot

Some facts about colonial pottery:

· Earthenware: was used to make the items in colonial America that were not imported from Europe. Such as chamber pots, pans, butter pots, and other items found in the kitchen. Was called earthenware because of the red color and iron content in the clay. Was seen as clay of poor quality.

· Delft: another type of earthenware. Were soft, porous and easily chipped, so they lost favor around 1750 and stopped being produced.

· Stoneware: Was usually imported from Europe, up to the time of the Revolutionary War. Germany and England were the largest producers of stoneware and they were usually producing with grey salt glaze with blue decoration.

· Porcelain: originated in China; most often composed of a mixture of other clays and hard to produce.
· Colonial American potters usually worked alone and with many different types of clay.

· A potter’s wheel was used to shape the clay.

	Instructional Modifications to 

ASSIST Students
	Main Events of Instruction
	Instructional Modifications to 

CHALLENGE Students

	· Students work together to answer teacher questions.
· Students are allowed to work to the end of the class period to complete their candleholder.

· Students who are struggling can use the assistance of another classmate or have the teacher demonstrate for them what step they should be following.

· Students can work in pairs to add feature to the face drawn on the board.
	Anticipatory Set:
· What do students know about Colonial Virginia/ Williamsburg?

Lesson Development:

· Teacher demonstrates how to make the candlestick holder

· Students create candlestick holders

Closure:

· Students play facial drawing game
	· Students work to finish their holder before class ends.

· When time allows students add detail work to their candlestick holder with the clay tools available to them at their table

· Students are challenged to write their own name on the bottom of their finished piece.

· Students are challenged to add specific features to the face drawn on the board.
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