Lara Stables

Visual Arts, Art II


Lesson Plan
Introduction
· Lesson Topic: Watercolor Techniques 
· Length of Lesson: 90 minutes
· Virginia Standards of Learning: 

· AII.3 The student will demonstrate effective use of the elements of art and principles of design in a variety of art media.
· AII.7 The student will employ the visual problem-solving process in the production of original works of art.
· AII.13 The student will identify works of art and artistic development that relate to historical time periods and locations.

· Context: This lesson plan is intended for an Art II class. This lesson is the second class block in a five block unit on watercolor.  In this lesson, students will learn about the basic techniques associated with the media and have an opportunity to practice each one of them. 
· Global Themes: As, Art I is offered to students in the eighth grade, many ninth grade students will come into high school and take an Art II course. Students, while having already been exposed to other forms of painting medium in previous art classes, need the exposure to watercolor in order to expand their continued learning of art media. This unit could be considered the painting unit for students, but it is likely that an acrylic painting will still be done later in the year.
Content Objectives
· The student will experiment informally with the masking technique, as part of their anticipatory set.
· The student will recall and identify works of art by Albrecht Dürer, J.M.W. Turner, and Winslow Homer.
· The student will create an example study of six of the techniques demonstrated by the teacher.
· The student will identify watercolor techniques, during closure, in finished watercolor paintings done by the teacher.
Assessment Aligned to Objectives
Formative:
· The student will create patterns in their 5x5 watercolor square examples, during the anticipatory set.
· The student will become familiar with cake watercolors during the creation of their square painting exercise, through experimentation
· The teacher will assess student knowledge of historical watercolorists through guided questions during the PowerPoint review. 
· The students will experiment and come to understand watercolor technique through trial and error. The teacher will assess this by roaming the classroom and observing students as they work on their six techniques.
· The teacher will determine student understanding of watercolor technique when evaluating student finished technique studies, based on teacher demonstration.
· The teacher will assess student understanding and knowledge of watercolor techniques through closure, as students identify 
Materials/Technology and Advanced Preparation
Materials/Technology:
1. PowerPoint Presentation
2. Projector
3. Computer
4. Pull-down screen or SmartBoard
5. Document camera, if available
6. 5x5 squares of watercolor paper
7. Cake watercolors
8. Watercolor brushes
9. 9x12 pieces of watercolor paper
10. Tube watercolors
11. Liquid watercolors
12. Teacher finished watercolor paintings
13. Advanced Preparation: The teacher will have cut 5x5 squares and 9x12 pieces of watercolor paper for the in class assignments. The teacher will have set out watercolor paints (all three kinds, cake, tube, and liquid), as well as watercolor brushes for the class. The teacher will also set up a teacher demonstration area, either at a designated work table, or if available the teacher will use a document camera, so that all students may remain in their assigned seats The teacher will lastly make sure to set up the PowerPoint before the class starts by turning on the computer, projector, and SmartBoard if necessary.
Teaching and Learning Sequence

	TIME
	TEACHER ACTIONS
	STUDENT ACTIONS

	Introduction/Anticipatory Set – Outline how the lesson will begin. How will you focus student attention on lesson content, build on prior knowledge, motivate students to learn, etc.?

	10 minutes
	The teacher instructs the students to work on a short intro to watercolor assignment. 

(see lesson organizer for directions)
	The students will complete the masking tape pattern square during this time. 



	Lesson Development – Outline the sequence to be followed in the development of the lesson. Pay particular attention to concept development and questioning. 

	5 minutes
5 minutes

15 minutes

5 minutes

40 minutes


	The teacher reviews the chemical make-up and materials associated with watercolor paint. (see PowerPoint for questions)
The teacher reviews the three historical watercolorists. (see PowerPoint and lesson organizer)
The teacher introduces the watercolor techniques and demonstrates each one.

The teacher introduces the class assignment and hands out materials needed for students to complete this assignment. 
The teacher roams the classroom to help students when needed. The teacher re-demonstrates techniques when the student needs extra help.
	The students will answer teacher questions when called upon.

The students will answer teacher questions when called upon.
The students will watch the teacher’s demonstration of techniques. 

The students will listen to teacher instruction and come to teacher’s work table when called upon to gather materials for their art table. Only one student per table will be chosen to limit student movement.

The students complete a study of six of the watercolor techniques introduced by the teacher. The student asks questions of the teacher when they need to.

	Closure – Outline how the lesson will be concluded.  How will you summarize, review, reinforce, enrich, and/or encourage students to reflect on what they have learned?

	10 minutes
	The teacher asks students questions about the technique in finished watercolor paintings. This is meant to help students recall what has just been instructed to them earlier in the class. (see lesson organizer for questions) 


	 The students will answer teacher questions as a form of review.



Homework


Students should review all notes from the last two class blocks for a short watercolor quiz to take place at the beginning of the next class block.
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Appended Materials

· Lesson Organizer
· Thumbnails of Teacher’s finished watercolor painting examples
· PowerPoint review slides
	Prior Knowledge and NEW Instructional Content

	Prior Knowledge: Students will already have prior knowledge of color theory and the terms associated with it.
· Colors on the Color Wheel: 

· red, blue, yellow, green, purple, and orange

· yellow + blue = green

· red + yellow = orange

· blue + red = purple

· primary colors: yellow, red, and blue

· secondary colors: green, orange, and purple

· Three color schemes: 

· Monochromatic: one color that is modified  by changing the values and saturation of the hue by additions of black or white

· Complementary: two colors that are directly opposite each other on the color wheel

· Analogous: colors that are next to each other on the color wheel and are closely related

Students will also have knowledge of the elements of art and principles of design:

· Principles of Design: proportion, rhythm, balance, emphasis, variety, and unity
· Elements of Art: line, shape, form, space, color, and texture
Students will have studied in the previous class a brief overview of the chemical make-up of watercolor paint and the materials associated with the medium.

· Chemical Make-up of Watercolor paint:

· Crushed pigment (like French ultramarine or yellow oxide)
· Gum Arabic ( a water-soluble binding material)

· Three forms of Watercolor paint:

· Liquid

· Tube

· Cake

· Two types of Watercolor paper:

· Hot Press, which is smooth to the touch

· Cold Press, which is rough to the touch

· 140 pounds is a good weight for Watercolor paper

· Two types of brushes:

· Flat 

· Round

· Types of bristles in the brushes:

· Bristle (synthetic fibers)

· Sable (natural hairs), best for Watercolor

Students, lastly would have been introduced to some of the famous Watercolorist throughout art history
· Albrecht Dürer (1471-1528)

· German artist during the period of the Northern Renaissance

· Used water-soluble paints on parchment or paper and overlaid transparent colors.

· Used the color of the paper for the lightest of lights.

· Was also know for his woodcuts, which he hand tinted.
· J.M.W. Turner (1775-1851)

· British artist during the period of English Romanticism

· Constantly experimented with ways of moving the paint around and with new pigments and papers

· Used color directly by working wet on wet, scrubbing off, sponging, and scratching out 
· His use of watercolor allowed the medium to be seen as a work of art in its own standing.

· Winslow Homer (1836-1910)

· American artist who was one of the first to use watercolor as more than a preparatory tool for study. He used it as a real painting medium.

· Worked during the period known as American Realism.

· Was the first artist to formally show a finished watercolor in a show.

· Would sometimes wipe a color to lighten it or would even scrape away paint with a knife. 
New Instructional Content: 
For their Anticipatory set, the teacher will have students complete a small watercolor painting, to give them some idea about what they will be doing later in the class.

· Students will use five by five squares of watercolor and cake watercolors.

· They will be asked to use masking tape and tear it into small pieces, then place them at random on their paper to create a pattern. A good way to make sure that the tape will not tear their paper is to first attach it to their jeans, so that the tape picks up some clothing fibers. This allows for the tape to not rip their paper when they want to later remove it from their dry square of paper.
· Then the student will put a wash of color over the tape, however they like, because at this point in the class block they will not have learned any of the formal techniques.
· Once dry, the students will remove the tape to reveal the pattern, which will stand out because the wash is dark and underneath their tapped pattern is the white of the watercolor paper.

· Lastly the teacher will make sure to ask students to put their name on the back of their square and then they can turn it in when done.

Students will be asked questions during the PowerPoint about historical watercolorists and these are the questions to be asked, along with slide five of the PowerPoint:

· What time period did each of the artists work in?

· What nationality was each artist?

· Which work of art belongs to each artist?

· What was each artist know for/ what was their contribution to watercolor?
Students in this class block will be introduced to and asked to demonstrate some of following watercolor techniques. The teacher will first demonstrate the techniques and then ask students to choose six of the techniques to try in an example grid on watercolor paper. Students when creating their example sheet may choose to paint items from a still-life already set up in the classroom. This can allow students to have something to model from.
· Wash: thin layer of paint, usually applied with a brush that is heavily saturated with a lot of water.
· Graded Wash: the tone of color moves smoothly from dark to light, applying the darkest tone first and proceeding down, getting lighter and lighter.

· Blotting or Sponging: known also as “lifting off;” do this when the color is wet or after it has dried to lighten areas of the painting

· Splattering: just as it says, splattering paint on the paper. Best way to not get color everywhere is to load your brush with color, hold it over your paper, and gently tap the brush to allow the paint to “splatter”

· Dry-Brush: Going over a dry area of the painting with a new layer of color; used mainly when trying to do detail work or outlines
· Wet-on-Wet: Wet color on top of wet color, allows colors to bleed together when drying
· Tape or use of Masking Fluid: leaves areas of white for highlight purposes; if using masking fluid: you should first wet the brush and rub it on top of a bar of soap, then dip in the fluid. This allows for the brush to clean easier after use.
· Salt or Rubbing Alcohol: With wet color, drop some salt or rubbing alcohol on the paper to get a different kind of wet-on-wet reaction.
· Sgraffito or “scratching out”: getting the white of the paper back by gently scratching at the surface of the paper with a knife.
Students will be asked some of the following questions in closure, as they look to identify watercolor techniques in the teacher’s watercolor painting example:

· What techniques do you see in this example?
· When painting, should you start with darks or lights first?
· Should colors be layered?
· Do you see any white paint?

· Can you see pencil lines under the painting?

	Instructional Modifications to 

ASSIST Students
	Main Events of Instruction
	Instructional Modifications to 

CHALLENGE Students

	Examples of finished project.
Printed out copies of the PowerPoint for those students who need back up notes or for those who missed class.
Word wall with examples and definitions of watercolor techniques.
 For students who need more practice identifying techniques, the teacher could also have displayed an image by the watercolorist Janet Fish and ask them to also identify watercolor techniques in the painting.
	Anticipatory Set:
· Watercolor square with pattern made by masking tape

Lesson Development:
· Review of chemical make-up and materials associated with watercolor
· Review of historical watercolorists
· Demonstration of watercolor techniques by the teacher
· Students do six of the watercolor techniques for in class assignment
Closure: 

· Students identify watercolor techniques in teacher example.
	Students, who would like, could place their tape in such a way that it creates an animal print or pattern.
Copies of The Artist Magazine, with articles about watercolor techniques. Scholastic Art Magazines on Winslow Homer also made available.
Students can practice their techniques by painting from a section of the still-life already set up in the classroom.

For those students who are done early, there will be extra watercolor paper made available for further experimentation. 

Teacher will also have displayed an image by the watercolorist Janet Fish and ask them to also identify watercolor techniques in the painting.


Thumbnails of Teacher’s Finished Watercolor Painting Examples 
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